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January 11, 1912, and is unacquainted with 
the further discussion, Nation, January 25 and 
February 15, 1912. Be that as it may, his in- 
terpretation of the Nativity hymn is, to say the 
least, extraordinary. We must imagine the 
shepherds in U Allegro telling stories at early 
dawn because they are "chatting in a rustic 
row " at the point of dawn, Nativity, 87. Fur- 
ther, that Nature had hidden " her guilty front 
with innocent snow," Nativity, 39. 

The second point I shall answer first, by as- 
serting that the face of Nature is not hidden 
with snow. True, in verse 39 Milton repre- 
sents Nature as begging the gentle air to cover 
up her shame in snow. The ' conceit ' is worthy 
of Cowley; nothing but Milton's general in- 
tensity of emotion has saved him from a tire- 
some Marinism. At any rate the gentle air 
does nothing of the sort. There are no violent 
winds, no snowstorm. In verse 46 the Maker 
sends down "meek-eyed Peace," in line 52 
"universal peace through sea and land." In 
verse 65 the winds "smoothly the waters 
kissed," and the wild ocean " hath quite forgot 
to rave." In plain prose, when Christ was bom 
everything was tranquil. How else could Mil- 
ton have put it, mindful of the hymn : " Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace." 

Now for the shepherds. Milton introduced 
them because they were inevitable; Luke had 
spoken of the shepherds keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And since the shepherds 
were there, Milton had to give them something 
to do. The apparition of the angel presup- 
poses that the shepherds were not scattered 
over the field but gathered in a group. And 
we must also assume that they had a premoni- 
tion of something unusual impending. What 
more natural, then, than that they should sit 
in a row and chat of what was uppermost in 
their "silly thoughts," namely, their loves, or 
their sheep? All such details develop them- 
selves from the general situation. 

It is difficult, I too admit, " to imagine that 
shepherds with ordinary common sense would 
engage in such a performance [in the snow] ; 
but I suppose we must imagine it, unless we 
change chatting to chattering." The italics 
are not mine; I have merely inserted the 



phrase [in the snow]. Well, since there was 
no snow, there is no difficulty. If the reader 
will only go through the Nativity hymn as 
a whole, he will doubtless agree with me in 
pronouncing Professor Eankin's interpretation 
extraordinary. 

J. M. Hakt. 

Cornell University. 



BEIEF MENTION 



Fraser and Squair's Shorter French Course 
(Boston: Heath, 1913. xxvii + 316 pp.) is 
an elaboration of the excellent elementary 
section of the French Grammar by the same 
authors. Its production was evidently inspired 
by the experience of those who have felt the 
need of a fuller treatment than that given in 
Part I of the earlier work, but who were un- 
willing to burden the second or third year stu- 
dent with the mass of detail found in Part II. 
The Shorter French Course contains more than 
double the number of lessons found in Part I 
with a corresponding increase of illustrative 
material. The rules are clearly stated and are 
presented in a way to appeal to the student's 
memory. Especially helpful is the tabular 
method employed for teaching those confusing 
subjects, the order of the conjunctive pronoun 
objects and the variations in the conjugation 
of verbs. M. P. B. 



The first two volumes of the new edition of 
Stendhal (CEuvres computes de Stendhal, pub- 
liees sous la direction d'Edouard Champion. 
Paris, Champion, 1913) consist in the auto- 
biographical Vie de Henri Brulard. The edi- 
tor, Mr. Debraye, has with admirable patience 
deciphered the almost cryptogrammatic hand- 
writing of the manuscript, here published, in its 
entirety, for the first time. The text is fol- 
lowed by a full critical apparatus, judicious 
illustrations accompany the volumes, and the 
material execution is notably good. The pub- 
lication of the whole work, some thirty-five vol- 
umes, will extend over the next ten years. The 
same house is just about to issue a Stendhal 
bibliography by Mr. H. Cordier. 

The general editor of this Stendhal edition 
has become the head of the publishing firm 
bearing his name through the recent death, at 
the age of sixty-seven, of Mr. Honors Cham- 
pion, so well known to Eomance scholars 
through his connection with various enterprises 
of the first importance, such as the Romania 
and the Atlas linguistique de la France. 



